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Content 
Area  

21st Century Life and Career Skills  

Standard  9.1 21st Century Life Skills: This standard outlines the important 
fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order 
for students to make informed decisions about personal finance. 
Financial literacy is an integral component of a student’s college 
and career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, 
financially-secure, and successful careers. 

Strand  A. Income and Careers  
B. Money Management  
C. Credit and Debt Management  
D. Planning, Saving, and Investing  
E. Becoming a Critical Consumer  
F. Civic Financial Responsibility  
G. Insuring and Protecting  

Enduring Understandings:  
 
-Financial choices have costs, benefits, and consequences. 
 
-Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation requirements, 
career exploration experiences and different opportunities for personal 
and professional growth and satisfaction.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Essential Questions:  
 
-What is the difference 
between a job and a 
career?  
 
-How do I decide what I 
want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  
 
-What are some jobs in the 
community?  
 
-How can we best prepare 
for the workforce?  
 
-What are potential 
sources of income? 
 



-When and how should I 
start planning financially?  

Grade Level Content Statement  
Students will:  

Standard  Indicator  Instructional Guidance 

3 -Describe various 
life roles and work 
related activities in 
the home, 
community, and 
school. 
-Identify careers 
and jobs within a 
community. 

9.1.4.A.1  Explain the 
difference between 
a career and a job, 
and identify various 
jobs in the 
community and the 
related earnings. 

Materials:  
Pencil 
Paper 
iPads  
 
Learning Activities:  
-Language Arts: 
-The teacher will lead a 
class conversation about 
the different jobs that they 
are aware of in the 
community and the 
different salaries jobs 
have. Students will 
complete a research sheet 
in which they list careers 
they are interested in and 
the median salary for the 
state of New Jersey. 
-Family Member Interview: 
Students will develop a list 
of questions to ask two 
family members about their 
career and jobs that they 
had in the past.  Students 
will complete a Interview 
Paper on the two people 
they interviewed.  Students 
will create a Venn Diagram 
in which they compare and 
contrast the two interviews. 
-Students will present their 
summaries to their 
classmates. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Research Sheet  
-Teacher created rubric for 
“Family Member Interview” 



presentation 
-Venn Diagram 
 
Modifications:  
-Allow for students to work 
independently or with a 
partner while developing 
questions 
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Students who finish early 
can create their Venn 
Diagram on the 
Kidspiration Application. 

3 -Identify abilities 
and skills 
associated with 
various careers. 
-Explain how 
people can improve 
their ability to earn 
income by gaining 
new knowledge, 
skills, and 
experiences. 

9.1.4.A.2  Identify potential 
sources of income.  

Materials:  
“Arthur’s Funny Money” 
Laptop 
Projector  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts: 
-Read “Arthur’s Funny 
Money” 
-Have students identify the 
different ways that the 
protagonist earned money 
-Class discussion on 
selling goods vs services. 
Students will watch the 
BrainPop Jr: Goods and 
Services video. 
-Have students create a 
venn diagram to compare 
and contrast the two ways 
to earn an income 
-Have students complete 
“Arthur’s Bike Wash” 
worksheet to calculate the 
amount of income that 
Arthur earned from having 
his car wash. 
 



Assessment Models:  
-Goods vs Services venn 
diagram 
-BrainPop Jr. Quiz  
-Arthur’s Bike Wash 
worksheet 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
 
 

3 -Identify reasons 
people work and 
how work habits 
impact the quality of 
one’s work. 
-Explain how 
people need to 
make money in 
order to spend. 
-Understand why 
saving money is 
important.  
 

9.1.4.A.3  Explain how 
income affects 
spending and 
take-home pay. 

Materials: 
Pencils 
Paper 
Wage vocabulary sheet 
  
Learning Activities: 
Language Arts: 
 -Introductory conversation: 
(What are wages? What is 
the difference between a 
wage and a salary?) 
-Teacher will give students 
income vocabulary 
worksheet 
-Students will review 
vocabulary independently 
then be tasked with 
creating flashcards to 
study from 
-Students will then quiz 
each other on vocabulary 
terms 
-Once students have 
familiarized themselves 
with vocabulary, students 
must write one paragraph 
explaining how income 
affects one’s ability to 
purchase goods. 
 
Assessment Models:  



-Teacher rubric for student 
responses to prompt 
-Wage vocabulary 
worksheet 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Describe the 
difference between 
essential and 
nonessential items. 
-Differentiate 
between needs and 
wants.  
-Explore the 
relationship among 
wants, needs, and 
resources. 

9.1.4.B.1  Differentiate 
between financial 
wants and needs.  

Materials:  
“Pigs Will Be Pigs” 
Pencils  
Calculators  
Graph paper  
Writing Paper  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Math  
-As a class, students will 
create a graph of the class’ 
favorite restaurants. (On 
Google Sheets) 
Students will get a menu 
from their favorite 
restaurants and make 
choices on what they 
would like to order with a 
budget of $20.  Students 
will write down the check. 
The teacher will then 
explain students forgot to 
add money for the tip and 
money for parking. 
Students will have to adjust 
their order to include the tip 
and parking.  Students will 
complete the Restaurant 
Worksheet to show how 
they spent their money. 
 
-Language Arts  
-The lesson will begin by 
differentiating between a 
want and a need. The 



teacher will explain to the 
students that the class will 
be discussing money and 
eating out.  Students will 
be asked if they have a 
favorite restaurant and 
what they usually order. 
-The teacher will read 
“Pigs Will Be Pigs” and 
explain that the pigs really 
want to eat out but they do 
not have any money in 
their wallets.  The class will 
discuss economic wants, 
unlimited wants, resources, 
and limited resources. 
Terms will be defined on a 
Definition Worksheet. 
-The class will discuss that 
because we want 
everything, but we can’t 
have everything that we 
need to make choices. 
Students will write “A Story 
of Choice” in which they 
describe a story about 
choices they made at a 
specific location.  
 
-Science  
-The class will discuss food 
chains.  The teacher will 
ask students why in the 
book “Pigs Will Be Pigs” 
were there no meat dishes 
on the menu.  Students will 
have a discussion on 
herbivores, carnivores, and 
omnivores. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Graph  
-Restaurant Worksheet  
-Definition Worksheet  
-“A Story of Choices” will 
be graded based on a 
rubric generated by the 



teacher  
-Class Discussion/Teacher 
Observation  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students.  
-Calculators will be 
provided to struggling 
students.  
-Sentence starters and 
story locations will be 
provided to struggling 
students  
-Early finishers will 
complete a Restaurant 
Worksheet for another 
restaurant.  

3 -Create a financial 
goal. 
-List some benefits 
of saving and 
create a simple 
savings plan.  

9.1.4.B.2  Identify 
age-appropriate 
financial goals.  

Materials:  
Pencils 
Paper 
 
Learning Activities:  
-Math 
-Students will be saving 
money to obtain their goal 
of purchasing something 
they would like.  Students 
will add money each week 
to their total to see how 
much money has been 
saved and how they 
earned it within the 
Financial Log Worksheet. 
 
Language Arts: 
-Class discussion: 
What are financial goals? 
-Have students complete 
“What does a family save 
for?” worksheet 
-Each student will 
determine something that 



they would like to save for, 
or something that there 
family is saving for. 
Students will write a three 
paragraph description of 
something they want to 
save for and how they will 
earn the money to buy it. 
-Students will read their 
paragraphs to the class. 
Each week, the class will 
participate in a check in to 
see their progress. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Financial Log Worksheet  
-Teacher rubric for savings 
goal three paragraphs and 
presentation 
-”What does a family save 
for?” worksheet 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Questions will be 
scaffolded based on 
student ability. 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Identify a variety of 
expenses and 
create a plan for 
allocating funds. 
 

9.1.4.B.3  Explain what a 
budget is and why 
it is important. 

Materials:  
“Kermit the Hermit”  
Saving Plan Worksheet  
Pencils  
Laptop  
Projector  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will ask the 
students if they were given 



$20 what would they do 
with the money.  
-The teacher will then read 
“Kermit the Hermit” to the 
class.  After reading, the 
class will discuss the 
events that occured within 
the story.  
-The teacher will discuss 
how money is saved and 
how students save their 
money.  
-Students will discuss their 
experiences with saving. 
Students will then 
complete a Savings Plan 
Worksheet.  
-Students will watch the 
BrainPop: Budget video. 
Students will discuss 
making a budget and why 
it is important. 
 
Assessment  
Models:  
-Saving Plan Worksheet  
-BrainPop: Budget Quiz  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Identify reasons 
why people work 
and describe 
expenses people 
have. 
-Identify reasons 
people work and 
how work habits 
impact the quality of 
one’s work.  
-Explain how 
people can improve 
their ability to earn 

9.1.4.B.4  Identify common 
household expense 
and categories and 
sources of income.  

Materials:  
“Kermit the Hermit”  
Saving Plan Worksheet  
Pencils  
Laptop  
Projector  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will ask the 
students if they were given 
$20 what would they do 



income by gaining 
new knowledge, 
skills, and 
experiences. 

with the money.  
-The teacher will then read 
“Kermit the Hermit” to the 
class.  After reading, the 
class will discuss the 
events that occured within 
the story.  
-The teacher will discuss 
how money is saved and 
how students save their 
money.  
-Students will discuss their 
experiences with saving. 
Students will then 
complete a Savings Plan 
Worksheet and identify 
common household 
expenses.  
-Students will watch the 
BrainPop: Budget video. 
Students will discuss 
making a budget and why 
it is important. 
 
Assessment  
Models:  
-Saving Plan Worksheet  
-BrainPop: Budget Quiz  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Understand why 
saving money is 
important. 
-Explain ways that 
you are able to earn 
and save money.  

9.1.4.B.5  Identify ways to 
earn and save. 

Materials:  
iPads  
Paper  
Pencils  
Colored Pencils  
Crayons  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-The students will 
participate in a class 



discussion on ways that 
they are able to earn 
money.  Students will take 
into account the things that 
appeal to their likes and 
interests to determine what 
they can do to make 
money.  For example, if 
you like dogs, you might 
start a dog walking 
business or dog sitting 
business.  Students will 
determine what job they 
would like to complete to 
earn money and create a 
brochure for their business. 
-Students will watch the 
BrainPop Jr.: Saving and 
Spending video. Students 
will complete a worksheet 
in which they list The Top 5 
Ways they can Save 
Money. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Brochures will be graded 
based on a rubric 
generated by the class.  
-Top 5 Ways Save Money 
Worksheet  
-BrainPop Jr. Quiz  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Early finishers can make a 
business card or flyer to 
hang up for their business. 
 

3 -Describe the need 
to borrow money. 

9.1.4.C.1  Explain why people 
borrow money and 
the relationship 
between credit and 
debit.  

Materials:  
“Four Dollars and Fifty 
Cents”  
Calculation Interest 
Worksheet  



Definition Worksheet  
Pencils  
 
Learning Activities: 
 
-Math  
The teacher will model how 
to find out how much you 
owe with interest. 
Students will complete a 
table in which they list the 
month, amount borrowed, 
the given interest, and the 
total owed.  Students will 
complete an Interest 
Worksheet. 
 
-Language Arts  
-A conversation will take 
place about lending and 
borrowing money. 
Students will discuss if 
there was a time that they 
ever borrowed something 
from someone.  The 
teacher will begin by 
reading “Four Dollars and 
Fifty Cents” to the class. 
The story describes credit, 
debt, and interests rates. 
Students will define debt, 
debtor, credit, and creditor 
and identify these people 
within the story on a 
Definitions Worksheet. 
The teacher will then 
explain how banks charge 
interest for lending money.  
 
Assessment Models: 
-Definition Worksheet  
-Interest Worksheet  
  
Modifications:  
-Allow for students to work 
independently or with a 
partner while writing 



definitions. 
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Calculating Interest 
Worksheets will be 
differentiated based on 
student ability.  
-Questions will be 
scaffolded. 

3 -Describe the role 
of a bank. 
 

9.1.4.C.2  Identify common 
sources of credit 
(e.g., banks, credit 
card companies) 
and types of credit 
(e.g., loans, credit 
cards, mortgages). 

Materials:  
“If You Made a Million” 
Play Money  
Savers and Borrowers 
Script  
Learning Activities:  
 
-Math  
-After reading “If You Made 
a Million” students will 
complete the Is It the 
Same Amount? 
Worksheet. Students will 
count the bills and the 
coins in each box and 
circle the amount that 
matches what was 
counted. 
 
-Language Arts  
 
-The teacher will read “If 
You Made a Million” to the 
class. 
-Students will participate in 
a class discussion on why 
they believe people put 
their money in the banks, 
what banks do with the 
money people put in the 
bank.  Students will 
role-play how banks 
channel funds from savers 
to borrowers. The students 



selected to participate in 
the role-play will read the 
Savers and Borrowers 
script.  Upon completion, 
the role-play will be 
discussed.  Students will 
determine why the bank 
charges more interest for 
borrowing money than it 
pays for saving money. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Is it the Same Amount? 
Worksheet  
-Role-play  
-Class Discussion/ 
Teacher Observation  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Is It the Same Worksheet 
will be differentiated based 
on student ability.  
-Play money will be given 
to struggling students to 
use as manipulatives. 

3 -Differentiate 
between credit and 
debit. 

9.1.4.C.3  Compare and 
contrast credit 
cards and debit 
cards and the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
using each. 

Materials:  
Pencils 
Paper 
Debit vs. Credit Venn 
Diagram 
Computer 
Speakers 
Smartboard 
Learning Activities:  
Language Arts: 
-Introductory conversation 
on credit vs. debit. 
-Students will watch the 
YouTube video “Debit & 
Credit: 2 very different 
cards.” 



https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=XbtSftL6dbY 
-While watching the video, 
students will record 5 facts 
that they did not know 
about debit or credit cards. 
-Students will share the 
facts that they recorded 
with the rest of their 
classmates 
-Students will be given a 
venn diagram to complete 
that outlines the basics of 
debit vs credit and will be 
handed in for a grade. 
 
Assessment Models: 
-Debit vs. Credit venn 
diagram (rubric) 
Modifications: 
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students.  

3 -Describe how 
income, expenses, 
and interest impact 
one another. 
 

9.1.4.C.4  Determine the 
relationships 
among income, 
expenses, and 
interest.  

Materials:  
“Kermit the Hermit”  
Saving Plan Worksheet  
Pencils  
Laptop  
Projector  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will ask the 
students if they were given 
$20 what would they do 
with the money.  
-The teacher will then read 
“Kermit the Hermit” to the 
class.  After reading, the 
class will discuss the 
events that occured within 
the story.  
-The teacher will discuss 



how money is saved and 
how students save their 
money.  
-Students will discuss their 
experiences with saving. 
Students will then 
complete a Savings Plan 
Worksheet and identify 
common household 
expenses and how interest 
factors into saving.  
-Students will watch the 
BrainPop: Budget video. 
Students will discuss 
making a budget and why 
it is important. 
 
Assessment  
Models:  
-Saving Plan Worksheet  
-BrainPop: Budget Quiz  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Describe 
responsibility.  
-Demonstrate 
character traits that 
are important in 
day-to-day activities 
in the home and 
school, such as 
responsibility. 
-Develop positive 
social skills to 
interact with others.  
-Select and use 
language 
appropriate for the 
situation. 

9.1.4.C.5  Determine personal 
responsibility 
related to 
borrowing and 
lending.  

Materials:  
“If You Made a Million” 
Play Money  
Savers and Borrowers 
Script  
Learning Activities:  
 
-Math  
-After reading “If You Made 
a Million” students will 
complete the Is It the 
Same Amount? 
Worksheet. Students will 
count the bills and the 
coins in each box and 
circle the amount that 
matches what was 
counted. 
 



-Language Arts  
 
-The teacher will read “If 
You Made a Million” to the 
class. 
-Students will participate in 
a class discussion on why 
they believe people put 
their money in the banks, 
what banks do with the 
money people put in the 
bank.  Students will 
role-play how banks 
channel funds from savers 
to borrowers. The students 
selected to participate in 
the role-play will read the 
Savers and Borrowers 
script.  Upon completion, 
the role-play will be 
discussed.  Students will 
determine why the bank 
charges more interest for 
borrowing money than it 
pays for saving money. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Is it the Same Amount? 
Worksheet  
-Role-play  
-Class Discussion/ 
Teacher Observation  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Is It the Same Worksheet 
will be differentiated based 
on student ability.  
-Play money will be given 
to struggling students to 
use as manipulatives. 



3 -Identify expensive 
items that adults 
may need to make 
multiple payments 
on. 
 

9.1.4.C.6  Summarize ways to 
avoid credit 
problems. 

Materials:  
“Four Dollars and Fifty 
Cents”  
Calculation Interest 
Worksheet  
Definition Worksheet  
Pencils  
 
Learning Activities: 
 
-Math  
The teacher will model how 
to find out how much you 
owe with interest. 
Students will complete a 
table in which they list the 
month, amount borrowed, 
the given interest, and the 
total owed.  Students will 
complete an Interest 
Worksheet. 
-Students will analyze their 
data table to find the 
relationship between 
interest and potential credit 
problems (interest 
snowballs) 
 
-Language Arts  
-A conversation will take 
place about lending and 
borrowing money. 
Students will discuss if 
there was a time that they 
ever borrowed something 
from someone.  The 
teacher will begin by 
reading “Four Dollars and 
Fifty Cents” to the class. 
The story describes credit, 
debt, and interests rates. 
Students will define debt, 
debtor, credit, and creditor 
and identify these people 
within the story on a 
Definitions Worksheet. 
The teacher will then 



explain how banks charge 
interest for lending money.  
 
Assessment Models: 
-Definition Worksheet  
-Interest Worksheet  
  
Modifications:  
-Allow for students to work 
independently or with a 
partner while writing 
definitions. 
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Calculating Interest 
Worksheets will be 
differentiated based on 
student ability.  
-Questions will be 
scaffolded. 

3 -Describe ways to 
save money and 
the importance of 
saving money.  
-List some benefits 
of saving and 
create a simple 
savings plan. 
-Describe how to 
earn and save 
money in order to 
purchase a desired 
item. 

9.1.4.D.1  Determine various 
ways to save.  

Materials:  
“Kermit the Hermit”  
Saving Plan Worksheet  
Pencils  
Laptop  
Projector  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will ask the 
students if they were given 
$20 what would they do 
with the money.  
-The teacher will then read 
“Kermit the Hermit” to the 
class.  After reading, the 
class will discuss the 
events that occured within 
the story.  
-The teacher will discuss 
how money is saved and 
how students save their 



money.  
-Students will discuss their 
experiences with saving. 
Students will then 
complete a Savings Plan 
Worksheet.  
-Students will watch the 
BrainPop: Budget video. 
Students will discuss 
making a budget and why 
it is important. 
 
Assessment  
Models:  
-Saving Plan Worksheet  
-BrainPop: Budget Quiz  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Explain what 
investing is. 

9.1.4.D.2  Explain what it 
means to “invest.” 

Materials:  
Laptop  
Projector  
Investing Quiz  
iPads  
Graph Paper  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Math  
-Students will pick a 
company’s stock, and chart 
its value daily for one 
month.  Students will see 
how the stock values 
change over time. 
 
-Language Arts  
-Students will watch a 
BrainPop:Stock Market 
video.  Students will then 
learn how they can invest 
their money in the stock 
market.  



Students will complete an 
Investing quiz. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Stock Graphs  
-BrainPop Quiz  
-Investing Quiz  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Graph templates will be 
provided to struggling 
students.  
-Students who require, will 
color code their stock 
graphs.  

3 -Differentiate 
between savings 
and investing. 

9.1.4.D.3  Distinguish 
between saving 
and investing. 

Materials:  
Learning Activities:  
Assessment Models:  
Modifications:  

3 -Differentiate 
between goods and 
services. 
-Identify common 
hazards associated 
with home, school, 
and community. 
 

9.1.4.E.1  Determine factors 
that influence 
consumer 
decisions related to 
money.  

Materials:  
“Arthur’s Funny Money” 
Laptop 
Projector  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts: 
-Read “Arthur’s Funny 
Money” 
-Have students identify the 
different ways that the 
protagonist earned money 
-Class discussion on 
selling goods vs services. 
Students will watch the 
BrainPop Jr: Goods and 
Services video. 
-Have students create a 
venn diagram to compare 
and contrast the two ways 



to earn an income 
-Have students complete 
“Arthur’s Bike Wash” 
worksheet to calculate the 
amount of income that 
Arthur earned from having 
his car wash. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Goods vs Services venn 
diagram 
-BrainPop Jr. Quiz  
-Arthur’s Bike Wash 
worksheet 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Make decisions on 
purchasing items.  
-Recognize 
personal likes and 
dislikes.  
-Understand that 
prices of goods and 
services can be 
compared to make 
decisions about 
purchases. 

9.1.4.E.2  Apply comparison 
shopping skills to 
purchasing 
decisions. 

Materials:  
“Pigs Go to Market: Fun 
with Math and Shopping” 
Scenario Worksheet  
Pencils  
 
Learning Activities: 
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will begin by 
having a class discussion 
on the grocery store. 
Items will be discussed 
between items that they 
needed versus items that 
they wanted.  
-The teacher will read “The 
Pigs Go to Market: Fun 
with Math and Shopping” 
to the class. Students will 
discuss why the pigs had 
to go to the supermarket, 
what was won, if Mrs. Pig 
looked at prices of the 
foods she put in her 
basket, and what you do if 



you are a smart shopper. 
The teacher will explain 
that one way to save is to 
comparison shop (check 
for the prices at several 
different stores) or by using 
coupons.  
-Students will be given a 
Scenario Worksheet in 
which they need to make a 
decision based on 
comparison shipping.  
 
Assessment Models:  
-Class Discussion/ 
Teacher Observation 
-Scenario Worksheet  
 
Modifications: 
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Scenario Worksheets will 
be differentiated based on 
student ability. 

3 -Describe the 
financial 
responsibility of the 
individual and 
community. 
-Explain a person’s 
responsibility to 
obey the laws and 
rules. 

9.1.4.F.1  Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
individual financial 
obligations and 
community 
financial 
obligations.  

Materials:  
Laptop  
SmartBoard  
Paper 
Pencils  
“The Day I Was Rich”  
 
Learning Activities:  
-Math  
-Students will watch a 
BrainPop Video: 
Taxes.Students will 
complete The Snack 
Shack Tax Worksheet in 
which students have to 
calculate the total for 
snacks with the tax. 
 
-Language Arts  



-The teacher will read “The 
Day I Was Rich” to the 
class. After reading the 
book, the class will discuss 
the role of money, the 
concept of wealth, and 
taxes. Students will define 
tax, sales tax, and income 
tax. 
-Students will write about 
why it is important to pay 
bills and taxes.  
 
-Social Studies 
-The teacher will facilitate a 
class discussion on 
financial obligations:  As 
we get older we are 
expected to be responsible 
with our money.  What are 
some things we must must 
do with our money (pay 
bills, pay taxes). 
-“What is a tax?” Students 
will watch the BrainPop: 
Tax video.  
 
Assessment Models:  
-The Snack Shack Tax 
Worksheet  
-Class Discussion/ 
Teacher Observation  
-Brain Pop Quiz  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Describe a 
volunteer, charities, 
and how people 
impact the 
community. 
-Identify reasons for 

9.1.4.F.2  Explain the roles of 
philanthropy, 
volunteer service, 
and charitable 
contributions, and 
analyze their 

Materials:  
“Old Problems, Community 
Solutions”  
Habitat for Humanity  
Laptop 
Projector  



working as part of a 
team.  
-Work cooperatively 
with others to 
accomplish a task. 

impact on 
community 
development and 
quality of living.  

 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-As a class, students will 
draft an email to a local 
Habitat for Humanity 
affiliate to investigate their 
current needs. The teacher 
will review the proper letter 
writing and e-mail 
etiquette. As a class, 
students will draft the 
e-mail.  
-Once hearing back from 
the affiliate, students will 
review their needs. 
Student will determine 
which need they would like 
to fulfill.  
-Each students will have a 
role and an assignment to 
complete the project. 
 
-Social Studies  
-The class will read the 
article “Old problems, 
community solutions” in 
which volunteering is 
described.  The class will 
discuss how volunteers 
could be people of all 
ages, races, and 
backgrounds, people 
volunteer for a variety of 
reasons, and there are 
many areas in which 
someone can volunteer. 
Students will be able to 
explain how a group of 
volunteers can work to 
meet needs or promote the 
common good.  The class 
will learn about Habitat for 
Humanity and discuss “An 
interview with a volunteer.” 
Students will take turns 



reading aloud from the 
interview.  
 
Assessment Models:  
-”Old Problems, New 
Communities” Questions 
Sheet  
-Volunteer Project: 
students will be graded 
based on a rubric 
generated by the teacher. 
-Class Discussion/ 
Teacher Observation  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

3 -Describe and 
demonstrate the 
importance of 
personal and 
interpersonal skills. 

9.1.4.G.1  Describe how 
valuable items 
might be damaged 
or lost and ways to 
protect them. 

Materials:  
“The Teddy Bear”  
Pencils  
Crayons  
Storyboard  
 
Learning Activities:  
-Language Arts 
-The teacher will read “The 
Teddy Bear” to the class. 
The story explains how the 
main character loses his 
teddy bear, that he takes 
everywhere, on a family 
trip.  A homeless man finds 
the bear, and cleans him 
up, and keeps him as his 
own.  The teacher will 
discuss ways that the boy 
can better protect his bear 
so he does not lose it. 
Students will complete a 
worksheet in which they 
answer comprehension 
questions and questions 
about the they identify the 



skills both the boy and the 
homeless man have.  
-Students will create a 
storyboard of how they felt 
when they lost something. 
Storyboards must include a 
beginning, middle, and 
end. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-The Teddy Bear 
Worksheet  
-Storyboards will be 
graded based on a rubric 
generated by the teacher. 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Early finishers can make 
their storyboard online 
using 
https://www.storyboardthat.
com 
 

 

Content 
Area  

21st Century Life and Career Skills  

Standard  9.2 21st Century Life Skills: This standard outlines the importance 
of being knowledgeable about one’s interests and talents, and 
being well informed about postsecondary and career options, 
career planning, and career requirements.  

Strand  A. Career Awareness 
 



Enduring Understandings:  
 
-Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment. 
 
- One‘s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving. 
 

Essential 
Questions:  
 
-How can I start 
planning for my 
future career? 
 
-How will the 
knowledge I obtain 
in the classroom 
affect my future 
employment? 
 
-Why will having a 
strong moral base 
provide me the 
ability to find career 
success in the 21st 
century? 

Grade Level Content Statement  
Students will:  

Standard  Indicator  Instructional 
Guidance 

3 -Describe different 
jobs, work, and 
goals.  
-Recognize and 
define a problem. 
-Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
relationship between 
personal behavior 
and self-image. 

9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons 
why people work, 
different types of 
work, and how 
work can help a 
person achieve 
personal and 
professional 
goals.  

Materials:  
IPad 
Smartboard 
Learning 
Activities:  
Language Arts: 
-Class discussion 
on different careers, 
and have students 
share their own 
career ambitions. 
-Break students up 
into groups of four 
-Give students an 
Ipad and have them 
create a PowerPoint 
presentations that 
outlines why people 
work, different types 
of careers, and how 



work can help 
people achieve 
personal goals 
-Have students 
present 
PowerPoints to 
classmates 
 
Assessment 
Models:  
-Teacher rubric for 
career PowerPoint 
presentation 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 
 

3 -Describe activities 
and positive work 
habits in school, 
home, and 
community.  

9.2.4.A.2 Identify various 
life roles and civic 
and work-related 
activities in the 
school, home, and 
community. 

Materials:  
Laptop  
SmartBoard  
Pencil  
Paper  
Posters 
Crayons  
Colored Pencils 
 
Learning 
Activities: 
 
-Language Arts  
As a class, students 
will brainstorm a list 
of ways they can 
make their 
community better. 
Students will write a 
paragraph on what 
a Model Citizen is. 
 
 
-Social Studies:  
 



-The teacher will 
begin by writing the 
word citizenship on 
the board.  Students 
will review what the 
word citizenship 
means.  Students 
will watch the 
BrainPop Jr: Rights 
and Responsibilities 
video. Students will 
then created a 
“Wanted Poster” of 
a Good Citizen. 
Students will explain 
why they are 
wanted for good 
citizenship. 
 
Assessment 
Models:  
-Model Citizen 
Paragraph  
-BrainPop Jr. Quiz 
-Wanted Posters 
will be graded 
based on a rubric 
generated by the 
teacher. 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Writing assignment 
will be chunked for 
students who 
require.  
-Early finishers can 
created their 
Wanted Posters on 
Glogster 
(http://edu.glogster.
com/?ref=com).  

http://edu.glogster.com/?ref=com
http://edu.glogster.com/?ref=com


3 -Recognize and 
build upon person 
strengths.  
-Recognize personal 
likes and dislikes.  
-Demonstrate steps 
to deal with stress 
and conflict.  
 

9.2.4.A.3  Investigate both 
traditional and 
nontraditional 
careers and relate 
information to 
personal likes and 
dislikes. 

Materials:  
iPads  
Paper  
Pencils  
Colored Pencils  
Crayons  
 
Learning 
Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-The students will 
participate in a class 
discussion on ways 
that they are able to 
earn money. 
Students will take 
into account the 
things that appeal to 
their likes and 
interests to 
determine what they 
can do to make 
money.  For 
example, if you like 
dogs, you might 
start a dog walking 
business or dog 
sitting business. 
Students will 
determine what job 
they would like to 
complete to earn 
money and create a 
brochure for their 
business.  
-Students will watch 
the BrainPop Jr.: 
Saving and 
Spending video. 
Students will 
complete a 
worksheet in which 
they list The Top 5 
Ways they can 
Save Money. 
 



Assessment 
Models:  
-Brochures will be 
graded based on a 
rubric generated by 
the class.  
-Top 5 Ways Save 
Money Worksheet  
-BrainPop Jr. Quiz  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Early finishers can 
make a business 
card or flyer to hang 
up for their 
business.  

3 -Identify reasons for 
working as part of a 
team.  
-Work cooperatively 
with others to 
accomplish a task. 
-Demonstrate 
character traits that 
are important in 
day-to-day activities 
in the home and 
school, such as 
responsibility, 
respect, fairness, 
and citizenship. 
-Develop positive 
social skills to 
interact with others. 
-Develop skills for 
accepting self and 
others through 
awareness of 
different cultures, 
lifestyles, and 
attitudes. 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why 
knowledge and 
skills acquired in 
the elementary 
grades lay the 
foundation for 
future academic 
and career 
success.  

Materials:  
“A Bad Case of 
Stripes” 
Poster Board  
Crayons  
Markers  
Pencils  
 
Learning 
Activities:  
 
-Language Arts 
-The teacher will 
discuss how 
character traits can 
be inferred by 
analyzing feelings, 
actions, dialogue, 
and thoughts.  
-The teacher will 
read “ A Bad Case 
of Stripes” to the 
class.  Students will 
create a poster in 
which they identify 



physical 
characteristics 
(appearance) and 
character traits 
throughout the 
book.  Students will 
need to provide 
evidence using 
feelings, actions, 
dialogue, and 
thoughts that were 
portrayed within the 
story. 
-Students will 
identify their own 
character traits and 
write a paper on 
how the character 
traits would lead to 
benefit them in a 
particular career or 
job. 
Assessment 
Models:  
-Class Discussion/ 
Teacher 
Observation 
-Poster will be 
graded based on a 
rubric created by 
the teacher 
-Papers will be 
graded based on a 
rubric generated by 
the teacher. 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Students will be 
allowed to create 
their posters in 
groups so high level 



students can assist 
those who are 
struggling. 

 
 
Technology Standards:  
8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/or pictures. 
8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue.  
8.1.5.A.4: Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the 
analysis of the data. 
8.1.5.E.1: Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety 
of tasks. 


