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Conte
nt 
Area  

21st Century Life and Career Skills  

Stand
ard  

9.1 21st Century Life Skills: This standard outlines the important fiscal 
knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 
students to make informed decisions about personal finance. 
Financial literacy is an integral component of a student’s college and 
career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, 
financially-secure, and successful careers. 

Strand  A. Income and Careers  
B. Money Management  
C. Credit and Debt Management  
D. Planning, Saving, and Investing  
E. Becoming a Critical Consumer  
F. Civic Financial Responsibility  
G. Insuring and Protecting  

Enduring Understandings:  
 
-Financial choices have costs, benefits, and consequences. 
 
-Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation requirements, 
career exploration experiences and different opportunities for personal 
and professional growth and satisfaction.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Essential Questions:  
 
-What is the difference 
between a job and a 
career?  
 
-How do I decide what I 
want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  
 
-What are some jobs in the 
community?  
 
-How can we best prepare 
for the workforce?  
 
-What are potential sources 
of income? 
 
-When and how should I 



start planning financially?  

Grade 
Level 

Content Statement  
Students will:  

Standard  Indicator  Instructional Guidance 

4 -Describe various life 
roles and work related 
activities in the home, 
community, and school. 
-Identify careers and 
jobs within a community. 

9.1.4.A.1  Explain the 
difference 
between a career 
and a job, and 
identify various 
jobs in the 
community and 
the related 
earnings. 

Materials: 
Laptops/iPads  
Pencils  
Science Careers in Focus 
Worksheet  
  
Learning Activities:  
Science: 
-Introductory conversation: 

1. What do you want 
to be when you 
grow up? 

2. What subjects in 
school will help you 
in acquiring the 
knowledge needed 
to be successful in 
getting that job? 

-Break students up into four 
groups 
-Assign a different 
science-based career to 
each group (Aerospace 
Engineer, Neurosurgeon, 
Marine Biologist, Chemist) 
-Have each group watch a 
video from an actual 
science professional, that 
describes their job. 
-Have students complete 
“Science Careers in Focus” 
worksheet that outlines the 
career they studied. 
Assessment Models:  
-“Science Careers in 
Focus” Worksheet 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 



one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Identify abilities and 
skills associated with 
various careers. 
-Explain how people can 
improve their ability to 
earn income by gaining 
new knowledge, skills, 
and experiences. 

9.1.4.A.2  Identify potential 
sources of 
income.  

Materials:  
“The Shoeshine Girl” 
 
Learning Activities:  
Language Arts: 
-Have students read “The 
Shoeshine Girl” 
-Discuss chapters with 
students and have students 
share different ways they 
have earned money 
-Discuss various economic 
concepts mentioned in the 
book (money, labor, 
income, capital) 
-Pass out “Earning Money” 
worksheet, next to each 
picture of a person working, 
have students write a 
sentence about what that 
person is doing and an idea 
on how they can become 
more productive. 
-Have students share their 
responses to the “Earning 
Money” worksheet with the 
class. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-”Earning Money” 
worksheet 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Identify reasons people 
work and how work 
habits impact the quality 
of one’s work. 
-Explain how people 

9.1.4.A.3  Explain how 
income affects 
spending and 
take-home pay. 

Materials:  
Pencils 
Markers 
Poster board 
IPad 



need to make money in 
order to spend. 
-Understand why saving 
money is important.  
 

 
Learning Activities:  
-Class discussion on what 
an “income” is and how it 
affects one’s ability to 
purchase different items 
-Teacher will divide class 
into four groups and assign 
each group three different 
careers and have each 
group research the careers. 
Each group must compare 
and contrast the skills 
needed to be successful in 
the job, the amount of 
schooling required, and its 
compensation. 
-Students will present the 
information they collected 
(checked by teacher) and 
present it to their 
classmates 
-Students will discuss their 
findings as a class and try 
to gather common themes 
from the presentation (ie 
Many 21st century jobs 
require math and science 
skills) 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Teacher created rubric for 
presentation 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Students may create 
digital or paper project. 

4 -Describe the difference 
between essential and 
nonessential items. 
-Differentiate between 

9.1.4.B.1  Differentiate 
between financial 
wants and needs.  

Materials:  
“The Boxcar Children”  
Needs and Wants 
Worksheet  



needs and wants.  
-Explore the relationship 
among wants, needs, 
and resources. 

Pencils  
 
Learning Activities:  
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will read 
chapters one through six of 
“The Boxcar Children” to 
the class.  The class will 
complete a comprehension 
worksheet in which 
students answer questions 
about why the children 
decided to buy bread, why 
the women at the bakery 
agreed to let the children 
sleep there, why the 
children ran away from the 
bakery, where the children 
decided to live, what they 
did when they went to 
Silver City for the first time, 
what they brought back, 
what they got at the dump, 
and what Henry bought 
with the money he earned. 
-The class will discuss 
needs and wants. Students 
will identify needs and 
wants within the story. 
Students will complete The 
Boxcar Children’s Needs 
and Wants Worksheet. 
Assessment Models: 
-Comprehension 
Worksheet  
-Boxcar Children’s Needs 
and Wants Worksheet 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Worksheets will be 
differentiated based on 
student ability.  



4 -Create a financial goal. 
-List some benefits of 
saving and create a 
simple savings plan.  

9.1.4.B.2  Identify 
age-appropriate 
financial goals.  

Materials:  
Learning Activities:  
Language Arts: 
-Introductory Conversation: 

1. What are financial 
goals? 

2. Why are having 
financial goals 
important? 

-Students will use their 
Chromebooks to build a 
table in Google docs.  In 
their table, students will 
record their personal short, 
intermediate, and long term 
financial goals. 
-Students will go over their 
list and highlight their 
needs vs wants. 
-Students will use their 
Chromebooks to write one 
paragraph on how they will 
achieve each of these three 
goals. 
Assessment Models:  
-Teacher rubric for 
long-term goals table and 
financial goals 
Modifications:  
-Allow students to hand 
write their responses 
instead of using computer 
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
 

4 -Identify a variety of 
expenses and create a 
plan for allocating funds. 
 

9.1.4.B.3  Explain what a 
budget is and 
why it is 
important. 

Materials:  
“The Boxcar Children”  
Pencils  
Spending Plan Worksheet  
Product Cost List  
 
Learning Activities:  
 



-Math  
-Students will create a 
weekly budget for Henry’s 
family.  Henry made one 
dollar a day.  If he worked 
six days a week, how much 
did he earn in one week? 
Students will make a list of 
things Henry needs to buy 
for his family.  The teacher 
will give students a cost 
sheet of products.  The 
teacher will explain that 
since the book was written 
in 1942, products cost less 
than they do today. Have 
students calculate the 
needs cost. Have the 
students calculate how 
much money is left over.  
 
-Language Arts  
-Students will discuss how 
the character Henry, in 
“The Boxcar Children,” 
didn’t make very much 
money.  When you have a 
limited income it is helpful 
to create a spending plan. 
The teacher will explain 
that a budget is a plan for 
saving and spending your 
money.  
   
Assessment Models:  
-Spending Plan  
-Class Discussion/ Teacher 
Observation  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Worksheets will be 
differentiated based on 
student ability.  



-Questions will be 
scaffolded. 

4 -Identify reasons why 
people work and 
describe expenses 
people have. 
-Identify reasons people 
work and how work 
habits impact the quality 
of one’s work.  
-Explain how people can 
improve their ability to 
earn income by gaining 
new knowledge, skills, 
and experiences. 

9.1.4.B.4  Identify common 
household 
expense and 
categories and 
sources of 
income.  

Materials: 
Chromebook or Ipad  
Calculating Budgets 
worksheet 
Pencils 
Paper 
Learning Activities:  
Math : 
-Students will have class 
discussion on the purpose 
of a budget and what it 
consists of (income, 
expenses) 
-Students will be given a 
pre-filled budget for a 
variety of different 
professionals.  Students will 
be tasked with calculating 
the funds each professional 
has at the end of the month 
after paying for essential 
and non-essential budgeted 
items. 
-Writer’s Workshop 
(financial advisors) 
Students will then write a 
short paragraph that makes 
recommendations on how 
the three faux professionals 
can improve their budgets 
to eliminate financial waste 
and increase their savings 
each month. 
Assessment Models: 
-Teacher rubric for Writer’s 
Workshop paragraph 
-”Calculating Budgets” 
worksheet 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 



-Worksheets will be 
differentiated based on 
student ability.  
 

4 -Understand why saving 
money is important. 
-Explain ways that you 
are able to earn and 
save money.  

9.1.4.B.5  Identify ways to 
earn and save. 

Materials:  
“Double Fudge”  
Saving and Earning 
Worksheet  
Pencils  
 
Learning Activities: 
 
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will explain to 
the students that they will 
be talking about money. 
Students will determine 
why most people want 
money.  The teacher will 
then Read Chapters 6 and 
7 of “Double Fudge” to the 
class. A class discussion 
will be held on why Fudge 
loves money, where money 
is made, gow Fudge makes 
money, why it is illegal to 
make your own money, and 
how to earn money.,  
-Students will complete the 
Saving and Earning 
worksheet in which 
students draw a picture of 
an item they would like, the 
price of the item, and a list 
of ways they can earn the 
money to buy the item.  
 
Assessment Models: 
-Class Discussion/ Teacher 
Observation 
-Savings and Earning 
Worksheet  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 



-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Describe the need to 
borrow money. 

9.1.4.C.1  Explain why 
people borrow 
money and the 
relationship 
between credit 
and debit.  

Materials:  
“Ben and Me”  
ipads/posters  
Pencils  
Crayons  
Markers 
Ben Franklin’s Maxim 
Worksheet  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-Have students create a 
presentation about why 
they would or would not 
borrow money. 
 
-Social Studies  
-The teacher will facilitate a 
class discussion on who 
Benjamin Franklin was. 
The teacher will read 
chapters nine through 
eleven of “Ben and Me” to 
the class.  The book 
describes the life of 
Benjamin Franklin from the 
viewpoint of his friend, 
Amos the Mouse.  
-The teacher will discuss 
The Declaration of 
Independence.  
-The class will discuss how 
the Colonies got the 
supplies they needed 
through a loan from France. 
-Students will create a chart 
that lists the advantages 
and disadvantages of 
borrowing money. 
-Students will complete the 
Ben Franklin’s Maxim 
worksheet. 



 
Assessment Models:  
-Presentations will be 
graded based on a rubric. 
-Class Discussion/ Teacher 
Observation 
-Advantages/ 
Disadvantages Chart  
-Ben Franklin’s Maxim 
Worksheet  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Students will have the 
choice of making a hard 
copy presentation or a 
presentation on the iPad. 

4 -Describe the role of a 
bank. 
 

9.1.4.C.2  Identify common 
sources of credit 
(e.g., banks, 
credit card 
companies) and 
types of credit 
(e.g., loans, 
credit cards, 
mortgages). 

Materials:  
“Mr. Popper’s Penguins”  
Advantages and 
disadvantages of Buying on 
Credit cards  
 
Learning Activities: 
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will read “Mr. 
Popper’s Penguins” to the 
class.  The teacher will then 
discuss how credit has 
some advantages and 
some disadvantages of 
using credit.  Students will 
complete the Advantages 
and Disadvantages of 
Buying on a credit card 
Worksheet.  The teacher 
will read the scenario and 
students will identify the 
card as either an 
advantage or a 
disadvantage.   
 



Assessment Models: 
-Class Discussion/ Teacher 
Observation 
-Advantages and 
Disadvantages of Buying 
on Credit  
  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Differentiate between 
credit and debit. 

9.1.4.C.3  Compare and 
contrast credit 
cards and debit 
cards and the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
using each. 

Materials:  
Pencils 
Paper 
Debit vs. Credit Venn 
Diagram 
Computer 
Speakers 
Smartboard 
Learning Activities:  
Language Arts: 
-Introductory conversation 
on credit vs. debit. 
-Students will watch the 
YouTube video “Debit & 
Credit: 2 very different 
cards.” 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=XbtSftL6dbY 
-While watching the video, 
students will record 5 facts 
that they did not know 
about debit or credit cards. 
-Students will share the 
facts that they recorded 
with the rest of their 
classmates 
-Students will be given a 
venn diagram to complete 
that outlines the basics of 
debit vs credit and will be 
handed in for a grade. 
 
Assessment Models: 



-Debit vs. Credit venn 
diagram (rubric) 
Modifications: 
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students.  

4 -Describe how income, 
expenses, and interest 
impact one another. 
 

9.1.4.C.4  Determine the 
relationships 
among income, 
expenses, and 
interest.  

Materials: 
Chromebook or Ipad  
Calculating Budgets 
worksheet 
Pencils 
Paper 
Learning Activities:  
Math : 
-Students will have class 
discussion on the purpose 
of a budget and what it 
consists of (income, 
expenses) 
-Students will be given a 
pre-filled budget for a 
variety of different 
professionals.  Students will 
be tasked with calculating 
the funds each professional 
has at the end of the month 
after paying for essential 
and non-essential budgeted 
items. 
-Writer’s Workshop 
(financial advisors) 
Students will then write a 
short paragraph that makes 
recommendations on how 
the three faux professionals 
can improve their budgets 
to eliminate financial waste 
and increase their savings 
each month. 
Assessment Models: 
-Teacher rubric for Writer’s 
Workshop paragraph 
-”Calculating Budgets” 
worksheet 



Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Describe responsibility.  
-Demonstrate character 
traits that are important 
in day-to-day activities in 
the home and school, 
such as responsibility. 
-Develop positive social 
skills to interact with 
others.  
-Select and use 
language appropriate for 
the situation. 

9.1.4.C.5  Determine 
personal 
responsibility 
related to 
borrowing and 
lending.  

Materials:  
IPads 
Markers 
Pencils 
Paper 
 
Learning Activities:  
Social Studies 
(Economics): 
-Students will participate in 
a class discussion related 
to credit (What is credit? 
What is a credit score? 
How can credit be 
dangerous if you are not 
responsible?) 
-Students will view the 
BrainPop video “Credit 
Cards and complete the 
corresponding quiz. 
-Students will use IPads to 
use the “Credit Card 
Simulator”.  This game will 
help students see the 
dangers of the exorbitant 
interest rates that some 
credit cards charge if you 
don’t pay on time. 
-Credit PSA:  Students will 
create a public service 
announcement to garner 
awareness for the positives 
and negatives of 
purchasing with credit and 
the responsibility attached 
to it.  Students must also 
include strategies to avoid 
credit problems. 
Assessment Models: 
-Teacher rubric for credit 



PSA 
-BrainPop Assessment  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Allow students to create 
paper or digital PSA 

4 -Identify expensive items 
that adults may need to 
make multiple payments 
on. 
 

9.1.4.C.6  Summarize ways 
to avoid credit 
problems. 

Materials:  
IPads 
Markers 
Pencils 
Paper 
 
Learning Activities:  
Social Studies 
(Economics): 
-Students will participate in 
a class discussion related 
to credit (What is credit? 
What is a credit score? 
How can credit be 
dangerous if you are not 
responsible?) 
-Students will view the 
BrainPop video “Credit 
Cards and complete the 
corresponding quiz. 
-Students will use IPads to 
use the “Credit Card 
Simulator”.  This game will 
help students see the 
dangers of the exorbitant 
interest rates that some 
credit cards charge if you 
don’t pay on time. 
-Credit PSA:  Students will 
create a public service 
announcement to garner 
awareness for the positives 
and negatives of 
purchasing with credit and 
the responsibility attached 
to it.  Students must also 



include strategies to avoid 
credit problems. 
Assessment Models: 
-Teacher rubric for credit 
PSA 
-BrainPop Assessment  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Allow students to create 
paper or digital PSA 

4 -Describe ways to save 
money and the 
importance of saving 
money.  
-List some benefits of 
saving and create a 
simple savings plan. 
-Describe how to earn 
and save money in order 
to purchase a desired 
item. 

9.1.4.D.1  Determine 
various ways to 
save.  

Materials:  
“The Amazing Days of 
Abby Hayes: Have Wheels, 
Will Travel”  
Comprehension Worksheet  
Savings and Earning 
Worksheet  
Pencils 
 
Learning Activities:  
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will read “The 
Amazing Days of Abby 
Hayes: Have Wheels, Will 
Travel” to the class. 
Students will complete a 
comprehension worksheet 
in which students identify 
how much money Abby 
has, how much allowance 
she gets each week, and 
ways Abby collected 
money. 
-The class will discuss that 
there are many ways to 
save money.  The students 
will describe how Abby 
keeps her money in a 
savings account.  Interest 
rates will be discussed.  
-Students will complete the 
Savings and Earning 



Worksheet  
 
Assessment Models:  
-Comprehension 
Worksheet  
-Savings and Earnings 
Worksheet  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Explain what investing 
is. 

9.1.4.D.2  Explain what it 
means to 
“invest.” 

Materials:  
Bank Brochures 
Calculating Interest 
Worksheet 
Learning Activities: 
Math: 
-Intro Conversation: 
Where do adults put their 
money?  Are all financial 
institutions the same 
(banks, credit unions, 
financial services 
companies) 
-Pass out brochures from 
different financial 
institutions and let students 
browse through them and 
discuss difference between 
the institutions 
- Explain that savings 
accounts make it easier to 
obtain money quickly if 
there is a financial 
emergency. 
-”Calculating Interest” 
Worksheet: Students will 
calculate the compound 
interest ($1) on different 
interest rates over a period 
of 1, 3, and 5 years. 
-Explain stock ownership to 
students  (ie. risk/reward 



involved, you buy a small 
piece of company and if the 
company makes money 
then you make money) 
-Students will write one 
paragraph explaining the 
differences between saving 
and investing. 
 
Assessment Models:  
“Calculating Interest” 
worksheet 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Differentiate between 
savings and investing. 

9.1.4.D.3  Distinguish 
between saving 
and investing. 

Materials:  
Bank Brochures 
Calculating Interest 
Worksheet 
Learning Activities: 
Math: 
-Intro Conversation: 
Where do adults put their 
money?  Are all financial 
institutions the same 
(banks, credit unions, 
financial services 
companies) 
-Pass out brochures from 
different financial 
institutions and let students 
browse through them and 
discuss difference between 
the institutions 
- Explain that savings 
accounts make it easier to 
obtain money quickly if 
there is a financial 
emergency. 
-”Calculating Interest” 
Worksheet: Students will 
calculate the compound 
interest ($1) on different 



interest rates over a period 
of 1, 3, and 5 years. 
-Explain stock ownership to 
students  (ie. risk/reward 
involved, you buy a small 
piece of company and if the 
company makes money 
then you make money) 
-Students will write one 
paragraph explaining the 
differences between saving 
and investing. 
 
Assessment Models:  
“Calculating Interest” 
worksheet 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Differentiate between 
goods and services. 
-Identify common 
hazards associated with 
home, school, and 
community. 
 

9.1.4.E.1  Determine factors 
that influence 
consumer 
decisions related 
to money.  

Materials:  
Brainstorming Poster Paper  
Highlighters  
Pencils  
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts:  
-Students will work with a 
partner to brainstorm 
everything that they 
consumed today (meaning 
things they have 
needed/used/eaten). 
Students will record their 
thoughts a a Brainstorming 
Poster.  Once students 
have finished 
brainstorming, the teacher 
will explain that consumers 
uses either goods or 
services.  Goods and 
services will be discussed 
and defined.  Students will 



then use a highlighter to 
highlight all the Goods in 
one color and services in 
another.  
-Students will share their 
brainstorming posters with 
the class to determine the 
different goods and 
services used throughout 
the day by the class.  
-After reviewing each 
groups’ poster, students will 
choose one good or service 
from their brainstorming list 
to determine the causes as 
to why it was used during 
the day. 
-Students will then create a 
poster of the 
product/service, with 
advertisement words that 
come to mind when they 
think of or use that product.  
-Students will share their 
posters with the class and 
will determine 
commonalities between the 
products. Students will 
describe why the product 
was created and its 
function. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-Brainstorming Poster 
-Class Discussion/ Teacher 
Observation 
-Product Poster  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 

4 -Make decisions on 
purchasing items.  
-Recognize personal 
likes and dislikes.  
-Understand that prices 

9.1.4.E.2  Apply 
comparison 
shopping skills to 
purchasing 
decisions. 

Materials:  
“Pigs Go to Market: Fun 
with Math and Shopping”  
Pencils  
Unit Price Worksheet  



of goods and services 
can be compared to 
make decisions about 
purchases. 

Comparing Prices 
Worksheet  
-Calculator 
 
Learning Activities:  
-Math  
-The teacher will show 
students pages 13 and 14 
of “Pigs  Go to Market: Fun 
with Math and Shopping” to 
the students.  Students will 
determine the unit price of 
the items in the book.  The 
teacher will model how to 
determine the unit price.  
-Students will  complete 
The Unit Price Worksheet 
in which they write the 
equations and determine 
the unit price for each item 
on on pages 13 to 14.  
-Have students compare 
prices at local grocery 
stores.  Distribute copies of 
local grocery store circulars 
to the students and 
compare prices.  Have 
students look at the 
circulars and find like items 
at different stores. 
Compare the prices for the 
items and determine which 
store has the better deal. 
Students will complete the 
Comparing Prices 
Worksheet. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-The Unit Price Worksheet  
-Comparing Prices 
Worksheet  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 



struggling students. 
-Struggling students will be 
allowed to check their work 
with a calculator  

4 -Describe the financial 
responsibility of the 
individual and 
community. 
-Explain a person’s 
responsibility to obey the 
laws and rules. 

9.1.4.F.1  Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
individual 
financial 
obligations and 
community 
financial 
obligations.  

Materials:  
“Stone Fox”  
Pencils  
Comprehension Worksheet  
A Letter to Grandfather 
Worksheet  
 
Learning Activities:  
-Language Arts  
-The teacher will read 
chapters one through six of 
“Stone Fox” to the students. 
Students will complete a 
comprehension worksheet 
to describe what is wrong 
with Grandfather, how 
money was earned, how 
Willy got items when 
Grandfather was sick, how 
much money Willy had, 
what Grandfather wanted 
his savings account used 
for, why Grandfather was 
sick, what will happen if 
Grandfather doesn’t pay 
the taxes, what the 
president of the bank told 
Willy to do, and how Willy 
raised money for the taxes. 
-The teacher will discuss 
why people need money, 
how most people get 
money and the importance 
of saving.  
-Students will complete A 
Letter to Grandfather in 
which the student explains 
why the government must 
collect taxes and how the 
student decided to settle 
the debts. 
 



-Social Studies 
-The teacher will facilitate a 
class discussion on 
financial obligations:  As we 
get older we are expected 
to be responsible with our 
money.  What are some 
things we must must do 
with our money (pay bills, 
pay taxes). 
-“What is a tax?” Students 
will watch the BrainPop: 
Tax video.  
 
Assessment Models:  
-Comprehension 
Worksheet  
-A Letter to Grandfather 
Worksheet  
-BrainPop Quiz  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Describe a volunteer, 
charities, and how 
people impact the 
community. 
-Identify reasons for 
working as part of a 
team.  
-Work cooperatively with 
others to accomplish a 
task. 

9.1.4.F.2  Explain the roles 
of philanthropy, 
volunteer service, 
and charitable 
contributions, and 
analyze their 
impact on 
community 
development and 
quality of living.  

Materials:  
“Old Problems, Community 
Solutions”  
Habitat for Humanity  
Laptop 
Projector  
iPads 
 
Learning Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-Students will draft a letter 
to a local Habitat for 
Humanity affiliate to 
investigate their current 
needs. The teacher will 
review the proper letter 
writing techniques.  
-One hearing back from the 



affiliate, students will review 
their needs.  Student will 
determine which need they 
would like to fulfill.  
-Each students will have a 
role and an assignment to 
complete the project. 
 
-Social Studies  
-Independently, students 
will read the article “Old 
problems, community 
solutions” in which 
volunteering is described. 
The class will discuss how 
volunteers could be people 
of all ages, races, and 
backgrounds, people 
volunteer for a variety of 
reasons, and there are 
many areas in which 
someone can volunteer. 
Students will be able to 
explain how a group of 
volunteers can work to 
meet needs or promote the 
common good.  The class 
will learn about Habitat for 
Humanity and discuss “An 
interview with a volunteer.” 
Students will take turns 
reading aloud from the 
interview.  
-Students will create a 
Slideshow presentation on 
the importance of 
volunteering. 
 
Assessment Models:  
-”Old Problems, New 
Communities” Questions 
Sheet  
-Volunteer Project: students 
will be graded based on a 
rubric generated by the 
teacher. 
-Slideshows will be graded 



based on a rubric 
generated by the teacher. 
-Class Discussion/ Teacher 
Observation  
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Describe and 
demonstrate the 
importance of personal 
and interpersonal skills. 

9.1.4.G.1  Describe how 
valuable items 
might be 
damaged or lost 
and ways to 
protect them. 

Materials: 
Learning Activities: 
Language Arts: 
-Intro Conversations: 
What is a valuable item? 
How can we protect the 
things we value from being 
lost or damaged (ie storage 
locker, safety deposit box, 
fire safe)? 
-”My First Safety Deposit 
Box” Worksheet: Students 
will receive a picture of an 
empty safety deposit box 
and must draw different 
items that are valuable to 
them, into the box. 
-Students will share with 
the class the items that 
they placed in the box, and 
why they are special to 
them. 
Assessment Models:  
“My First Safety Deposit” 
Worksheet 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will be 
followed 
-The teacher will provide 
one on one assistance to 
struggling students. 

 



Content 
Area  

21st Century Life and Career Skills  

Standard  9.2 21st Century Life Skills: This standard outlines the importance 
of being knowledgeable about one’s interests and talents, and 
being well informed about postsecondary and career options, 
career planning, and career requirements.  

Strand  A. Career Awareness 

Enduring Understandings:  
 
-Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment. 
 
- One‘s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving. 
 

Essential 
Questions:  
 
-How can I start 
planning for my 
future career? 
 
-How will the 
knowledge I obtain 
in the classroom 
affect my future 
employment? 
 
-Why will having a 
strong moral base 
provide me the 
ability to find career 
success in the 21st 
century? 

Grade Level Content Statement  
Students will:  

Standard  Indicator  Instructional 
Guidance 

4 -Describe different 
jobs, work, and 
goals.  
-Recognize and 
define a problem. 

9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons 
why people work, 
different types of 
work, and how 
work can help a 

Materials:  
IPad 
Smartboard 
Learning 
Activities:  



-Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
relationship between 
personal behavior 
and self-image. 

person achieve 
personal and 
professional 
goals.  

Language Arts: 
-Class discussion 
on different careers, 
and have students 
share their own 
career ambitions. 
-Break students up 
into groups of four 
-Give students an 
Ipad and have them 
create a PowerPoint 
presentations that 
outlines why people 
work, different types 
of careers, and how 
work can help 
people achieve 
personal goals 
-Have students 
present 
PowerPoints to 
classmates 
 
Assessment 
Models:  
-Teacher rubric for 
career PowerPoint 
presentation 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Describe activities 
and positive work 
habits in school, 
home, and 
community.  

9.2.4.A.2 Identify various 
life roles and civic 
and work-related 
activities in the 
school, home, and 
community. 

Materials:  
“Helpful Hand” 
Handout 
Learning 
Activities: 
Language Arts: 
-Students will 
discuss as a class 
different ways 
job-related 
responsibilities that 



exist at home and in 
their community. 
-Students will 
complete the 
“Helpful Hand” 
project.  Once 
students receive an 
outline of a hand, 
they will illustrate a 
way that they can 
be helpful while at 
home or in their 
community. 
-Students will 
present their 
projects to the class 
Assessment 
Models: 
“Helpful Hand” 
project rubric  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 

4 -Recognize and 
build upon person 
strengths.  
-Recognize personal 
likes and dislikes.  
-Demonstrate steps 
to deal with stress 
and conflict.  
 

9.2.4.A.3  Investigate both 
traditional and 
nontraditional 
careers and relate 
information to 
personal likes and 
dislikes. 

Materials:  
iPads  
Paper  
Pencils  
Colored Pencils  
Crayons  
 
Learning 
Activities:  
 
-Language Arts  
-The students will 
participate in a class 
discussion on ways 
that they are able to 
earn money. 
Students will take 
into account the 
things that appeal to 



their likes and 
interests to 
determine what they 
can do to make 
money.  For 
example, if you like 
dogs, you might 
start a dog walking 
business or dog 
sitting business. 
Students will 
determine what job 
they would like to 
complete to earn 
money and create a 
brochure for their 
business.  
-Students will watch 
the BrainPop Jr.: 
Saving and 
Spending video. 
Students will 
complete a 
worksheet in which 
they list The Top 5 
Ways they can 
Save Money. 
 
Assessment 
Models:  
-Brochures will be 
graded based on a 
rubric generated by 
the class.  
-Top 5 Ways Save 
Money Worksheet  
-BrainPop Jr. Quiz  
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Early finishers can 
make a business 
card or flyer to hang 



up for their 
business.  

4 -Identify reasons for 
working as part of a 
team.  
-Work cooperatively 
with others to 
accomplish a task. 
-Demonstrate 
character traits that 
are important in 
day-to-day activities 
in the home and 
school, such as 
responsibility, 
respect, fairness, 
and citizenship. 
-Develop positive 
social skills to 
interact with others. 
-Develop skills for 
accepting self and 
others through 
awareness of 
different cultures, 
lifestyles, and 
attitudes. 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why 
knowledge and 
skills acquired in 
the elementary 
grades lay the 
foundation for 
future academic 
and career 
success.  

Materials:  
Pencils 
Markers 
Poster board 
IPad 
 
Learning 
Activities:  
-Class discussion 
on what an “income” 
is and how it affects 
one’s ability to 
purchase different 
items 
-Teacher will divide 
class into four 
groups and assign 
each group three 
different careers 
and have each 
group research the 
careers.  Each 
group must 
compare and 
contrast the skills 
needed to be 
successful in the 
job, the amount of 
schooling required, 
and its 
compensation. 
-Students will 
present the 
information they 
collected (checked 
by teacher) and 
present it to their 
classmates 
-Students will 
discuss their 
findings as a class 
and try to gather 
common themes 
from the 



presentation (ie 
Many 21st century 
jobs require math 
and science skills, 
elementary school 
lays the foundation 
for future success) 
 
Assessment 
Models:  
-Teacher created 
rubric for 
presentation 
 
Modifications:  
-504s and IEPs will 
be followed 
-The teacher will 
provide one on one 
assistance to 
struggling students. 
-Students may 
create digital or 
paper project. 

 
 
 
Technology Standards:  
8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/or pictures. 
8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue.  
8.1.5.E.1: Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety 
of tasks. 
8.2.5.A.3: Investigate and present factors that influence the development and function of 
products and systems, e.g., resources, criteria and constraints. 
 


